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This is the first monograph on the sculpture of John Panting, 1940–1974, a New Zealander with a unique and 
natural talent for sculpture who lived and worked in the UK for his entire short career. In the late sixties and 
early seventies Panting was one of the most energetic and challenging figures on the London art scene. His 
early works were quickly acquired by private and public collections.  Amongst the younger artists shown in the 
important survey exhibition at the Royal Academy, British Sculptors ’72, he was soon made a dynamic and 
influential Head of Sculpture at Central School of Art, only to die in a motorcycle accident in 1974.  
Panting was highly regarded and admired by both his contemporaries and his students. However, after a 
Serpentine Gallery retrospective in 1975, his work was somewhat neglected until the revival of interest 
signaled by the exhibition John Panting Rediscovered at Poussin Gallery in 2007, and by Tate Britain and the 
Henry Moore Institute acquiring his work. 
During his short professional career Panting gained a reputation as a tireless and obsessive worker. He 
produced a very large number of sculptures in a variety of idioms, moving through a sequence of 
contemporary issues current in the sculpture of the sixties before finding his own striking style in the early 
seventies. This visually dazzling monograph reproduces over 350 photographs, showing the full range of the 
artist’s work and the complete arc of his brief but meteoric career. Specialist abstract art essayist Sam Cornish 
traces the story of Panting’s development and demonstrates his highly original and lucid contribution to 
modern sculpture. 
 
Book launch and exhibition private view: Thursday 4 October 2012, 6-8.30pm  
Exhibition dates: 5-27 October, Wed-Sat, 11am-6pm 
The exhibition will include important sculpture from the Arts Council Collection unseen for decades,  
alongside other works from the John Panting Estate. 
 
Exhibition information: Robin Greenwood 07866 583629  mail@poussin-gallery.com  
Poussin Gallery 
Block K, 13 Bell Yard Mews 
175 Bermondsey St 
London SE1 3UW 
0207 403 4444 
www.poussin-gallery.com 
 
Book information: Paul Deaton 0117 3070627  paul@sansomandcompany.co.uk 
Trade orders: Orca Book Services 
T: +44 (0) 1235 465500   tradeorders@orcabookservices.co.uk 
Postal orders: Orca Book Services, 160 Milton Park, Abingdon, OX14 4SD 

mailto:mail@poussin-gallery.com
http://www.poussin-gallery.com/
mailto:paul@sansomandcompany.co.uk
mailto:tradeorders@orcabookservices.co.uk

