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EXHIBITION INFORMATION: AUGUST 2016

Howard Hodgkin: After All

5 October - 18 November 2016
Private view, Friday 7 October, 6 - 8pm

Howard Hodgkin, Ice Cream, 2016 and Jarid’s Porch, 1977. Courtesy artist and Alan Cristea Gallery, London

The first major survey of prints by Sir Howard Hodgkin (b. 1932), one of Britain’s most celebrated living
artists, will inaugurate Alan Cristea Gallery’s new premises in Pall Mall this autumn. After All, on display
from 5 October - 18 November 2016, is also the title of a new series of 22 prints made by Hodgkin, which
will be shown alongside the best examples of the artist’s printmaking from across five decades.

Works dating from 1977 to 2015 represent traces of locations, travel experiences, personal encounters and
seasons, themes that Hodgkin has returned to over the years. The marks on the new series of works on
paper, made by Hodgkin in 2016, are sure, deft, direct, and vital. They have a spontaneity that belie their
lifelong gestation. These visual gestures have synaesthetic qualities, a colour that evokes a touch, a brush-
mark that conjures up a taste or an aroma.

‘Grape Harvest’, ‘Fresh Fruit Crumble’, ‘Ice Cream’, ‘Coast’ and ‘A Pale Reflection’, all made by Hodgkin in
2016, hint at memories of England, days by the sea, the taste of an ice cream on a summer holiday, the
wind brushing clouds across the sky, and yet they remain unequivocally in the present. Hodgkin achieves all
this through a highly personal hybrid fusion of print-making and painting, an intaglio base of carborundum
and aquatint accentuated and enlivened by hand-painted touches. He throws out the printmaking rule
book in the service of hard won spontaneity.

Hodgkin’s overseas travel experiences are captured in prints made in the early 90s ‘Moroccan Door’ (1990),
‘Indian Tree’ (1990-91) and ‘Venice Evening’ (1995). These works were printed and editioned with the

1


mailto:gemma.colgan@alancristea.com

Press Contact: Alan Cristea Gallery

Gemma Colgan
gemma.colgan@alancristea.com
44 (0)20 7439 1866

guidance of Jack Shirreff at the 107 Workshop in Wiltshire. In 2005, after fifteen years of collaboration,
Hodgkin made ‘For Jack’. This print is one of three in the exhibition that were made as dedications,
including ‘For Antony’, made by Hodgkin for his partner in 2015 and a series of seven prints in seven
different colour variations ‘For Alan | — VII’ (2014), produced to honour Alan Cristea. Prints such as ‘Jarid’s
Porch’ (1977), ‘Rain’ (2001), ‘Black Monsoon’ (1988), ‘Wet Day’ (2014), ‘Sundown’ (2014) further explore
the experiences life has offered Hodgkin over time.

Alan Cristea comments, “These new prints are by an artist at the height of his powers. They have a
freshness, an economy and a directness which only very few artists have been able to achieve after a
lifetime of labour. They call to mind those exquisite images of birds by George Braque that he composed in
the last months of his life when glancing through the windows of his home in Paris or even the late murals
by Matisse in the chapel at St Paul de Vence. All are distilled images that are the result of a lifetime of
observation, passion and sheer hard work.”

“It must have been in the early seventies that | first met Howard. It was in 1987 that | first worked with him
on print editions — so almost thirty years of collaboration. That’s a long time to work with an artist. | am
grateful to him for all the wonderful prints he has made in that time — originally lithographs, now always
hand-painted etchings. | thought it would be a suitable gesture to express my respect and my gratitude by
making this new body of work the subject of our first exhibition in our new premises”.

Howard Hodgkin comments, “I first worked with Alan when he was part of Waddington Graphics. That was
in 1986/87 for Red Palm and Black Palm. There were solo print exhibitions in 1991 and 1998 but the first
time | worked with Alan as an independent publisher was with Venetian Views in 1995. They were made
with Jack Shirreff at 107 Workshop in Wiltshire. Alan made it easy for me to work with Jack, mostly by
keeping out of the way. That may sound a negative but it’s not always so easy. Printing, unlike painting, is a
collaborative process and the less people meddle, the better. Alan never intruded or queried what | wanted
to do, even when | made a print that was 20 ft. long ...

Over the years we have grown and grown old together. He has built up a formidable team and inspired
them to match his standards as a professional. He’s now a global force, with a major presence at all the
world’s important art fairs. Visitors report back, dazzled by the impact his stands have in Basel, Hong Kong,
New York etc. | owe him a lot.”

After All consists of twenty two prints, eighteen of them in small format and the remaining four much
larger. The eighteen are in editions of 30 and will be available both individually or as part of an especially-
designed boxed set.

The exhibition is accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue with an essay by art historian, critic and
broadcaster Andrew Graham-Dixon.
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About the artist

Sir Howard Hodgkin is one of Britain's most important painters and printmakers. He was born in London in
1932, where he currently lives and works. He attended Camberwell School of Art and the Bath Academy of
Art in Corsham. In 1985 Hodgkin won the Turner Prize and represented Britain at the Venice Biennale. In
1992 he was knighted for his services to the arts. His work has been the subject of numerous major
retrospectives around the world, most notably at the Metropolitan Museum, New York, 1995 and at Tate
Britain, London, 2006. Hodgkin is preparing for an exhibition at National Portrait Gallery, London to be held
in 2017. His paintings and prints are held by most major museums including MoMA, New York;
Metropolitan Museum, New York and British Museum, London.

The Alan Cristea Gallery is the exclusive worldwide publisher of Hodgkin's hand-painted original prints.

About Alan Cristea Gallery

One of the leading commercial contemporary galleries in Europe, the Alan Cristea Gallery is the primary
representative for a number of established international contemporary artists, artists’ estates and
emerging artists. The gallery opened at 31 Cork Street in 1995, later expanding to a second exhibition space
at 34 Cork Street. In October 2016 the gallery will relocate to new, larger, bespoke premises, on Pall Mall in
St James'’s. This new gallery space is being designed by award winning Stephen Marshall Architects.

The gallery shows a continuous programme of exhibitions including contemporary paintings, works on
paper, sculpture and installations. In addition to this, the gallery is known for its commitment to original
prints and editions, commissioning and facilitating innovative projects by outstanding artists, and is the
largest publisher of contemporary editions and prints in Europe. Upcoming exhibitions and projects include
Vicken Parsons, Marie Harnett, Michael Craig-Martin, Jim Dine and Langlands & Bell. The gallery is a
member of the International Fine Print Dealers Association.

Visitor information:

The gallery is closed throughout August and September, and will reopen in a new space in October 2016.
New address from 5 October 2016: Alan Cristea Gallery, 43 Pall Mall, London, SW1Y 5JG

Opening Hours:
Monday - Friday: 10am - 5.30pm
Saturday: 11am - 2pm

Travel: Piccadilly or Green Park Tube Station
Get in touch:

Telephone: +44 (0) 207 439 1866
Email: info@alancristea.com
Website: www.alancristea.com

Twitter: @AlanCristea
Instagram: @alancristea
Facebook: Alan Cristea Gallery
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