Tang Contemporary Art presents:

Trace
Shen Liang - Zhang Zhenyu

Artists: Shen Liang, Zhang Zhenyu

Exhibition Dates: November 2 — November 30, 2017

Location: Tang Contemporary, 19" Floor, 18 On Lan St, Central, Hong Kong
Opening Reception: Thursday, November 2, 2017 from 6 — 8pm

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (HONG KONG — October 20, 2017):

Tang Contemporary Art Hong Kong is proud to announce the opening of “Trace,” a joint exhibition for Shen Liang and
Zhang Zhenyu, on November 2, 2017. The exhibition presents Shen Liang’s latest Shell Paper series and Zhang
Zhenyu’s Dust series. These two artists engage with the issues of time and spirit in artistic creation through complex,
time-consuming manual processes while exploring the aesthetic forms of minimalist abstraction.

Zhang Zhenyu

Dust 170910

Dust and VAE latex on canvas
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2017

Shen Liang’s Shell Paper takes sunflower seed shells as its subject. He captures the similarities between the forms of
the seed shells and the calligraphic structures of dots, vertical lines, horizontal lines, downward strokes, and upward
strokes, using calligraphic strokes to present his forms. Every shell is depicted using the techniques of traditional ink
painting. The use of line is succinct and compact, and the moisture of the brush and the voids are similar to the
painting techniques used for bamboo leaves. In particular, these images were completed in acrylic and toner on paper,
combining Western materials and Eastern techniques and concepts. In Shell Paper series, these ordinary seed shells
are depicted realistically, then dense groups of many shells are brought together in abstract images painted with
appropriate shading and brush moisture. The work’s meaning is not isolated to the level of visible form. These
numerous shells were not made all at once; Shen Liang used the style of an “exercise” to gradually enrich the painting.
In a blend of temperament and brushwork in the creative process, taste and spirit are liberated from materials and
techniques.

Zhang Zhenyu began making Dust in 2011, using dust as a primary medium. He repeatedly polished the dust he
collected to produce graduated mirror-like surfaces. Dust is a ubiquitous, natural material; it is present in our living
spaces at all times, but as such, it is easily overlooked. In the complex collection and production process, Zhang
Zhenyu changed the properties of these specks; he believes that dust reflects everything objective.
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Through this polishing process, Dust is given purity, injected with the artist’s understanding of life and reality. By
bringing the viewer into a tranquil space and time, nature is transformed into an object of beauty. Through his
meditative creative process, his work comes to embody the abstract concepts of time and Zen. In this exhibition,
Zhang’s video work Horizon Line is exhibited with hanging works from the Dust series.

The work of Shen Liang and Zhang Zhenyu emphasizes the physical nature of painting, and the shells and dust are the
traces of their labours. Mood, realization, and thought are concealed within minimalist forms, pointing to a spirit of
spontaneity.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Shen Liang
Born in 1976 in Liaoning Province, China. He graduated from Central Academy of Fine Arts with Master’s Degree in
2003. He is currently living and working in Beijing.

The iconic motif in Shen Liang’s early oil paintingsis the past of China. He has recurrently depicted scenes of Beijing
Opera and reproduced covers of propaganda books during Cultural Revolution. His thick brushwork blends 2-D images
with the quality of sculpture, creating a new visual experience on the surface. Shen Liang’s recent art practice
resonates with Chinese literati art. Choosing mundane objects — seed shells, flies and fruit peel — as his subjects, he
blends western materials with strokes of Chinese calligraphy, creating the aesthetics of traditional ink art.

Zhang Zhenyu
Born in Hunan Province in 1974. In 1997, he graduated from Central Academy of Fine Arts. He currently lives and
works in Beijing.

Teemed with humble materials from every day such as newspaper and dust, Zhang Zhenyu’s experimental art practice
explores the homogeneity of modern cities and reshapes our understanding of materiality. The artist gathers dust
from various locations and repeatedly burnishes and polishes his materials so that the effect of a mirror is created on
the surface. The finished work reflects minimalist abstraction with simplifying decorative elements. Like religious
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practice, Zhang presents his view on different concepts such as “time”, “complexity”, “abstraction” and “zen”.

Artists will be present and available for interviews, please contact us in advance for scheduling.

Tang Contemporary Art info@tangcontemporary.com.hk | +852 2682 8289
19" Floor, 18 On Lan Street, Central, Hong Kong WeChat: tang_contemporary / IG: tangcontemporaryart
Gallery Hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 11lam — 7pm www.tangcontemporary.com
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Founded in 1997, Tang Contemporary is headquartered in Beijing, with art spaces in Bangkok and Hong Kong. The gallery is fully
committed to producing critical projects and exhibitions to promote Contemporary Chinese art regionally and worldwide, and
encourage a dynamic exchange between Chinese artists and those abroad. Acting as one of the most progressive and critically
driven exhibition spaces in China, the gallery strives to initiate dialogue between artists, curators, collectors and institutions
working both locally and internationally. A roster of groundbreaking exhibitions has earned them international recognition,

establishing their status as a pioneer of the contemporary art scene in Asia.

Tang Contemporary Art represents leading figures in Chinese art including Ai Weiwei, Huang Yong Ping, Shen Yuan, Wang Du, Liu
Xiaodong, Yang Jiecang, Xia Xiaowan, Sun Yuan & Peng Yu, Yan Lei, Wang Yin, Wang Yuping, Yang Jiang Group, Guo Wei, Zheng

Guogu, Michael Lin, Lin Yilin, H. H. Lim, He An, Zhao Zhao, Wang Yuyang, Weng Fen, Yang Yong, , Xu Qu, XU Xiaoguo, Ji Zhou, Cai
Lei, Ling Jian and Chen Wenbo, additionally collaborating with international artists such as Rirkrit Tiravanija, Navin Rawanchaikul,

Sakarin Krue-on, and Prasert Yodkaew.
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