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It is a completely open process, starting from a point of nothing, with no
guaranteed outcome, every single time. | am not making process painting; the
process is always directed at the final image, and the precise definition of it.’
Tomma Abts

This summer, the Serpentine presents the work of Tomma Abts (b. 1967, Kiel,
Germany) in the artist's first solo exhibition in a UK public institution. One of the
most significant artists of her generation and the winner of the 2006 Turner
Prize, Abts is known for her acrylic and oil paintings whose extraordinary
magnetism belies their modest scale.

Her methodical process and use of the 48cm x 38cm format have remained
more or less constant for the past twenty years. Yet within these self-imposed
parameters Abts finds endless possibilities for experimentation. This survey at
the Serpentine - the largest exhibition of her work to date - will include
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differing speeds, rifts and seams appear, so that the final image bears the
visible traces of the evolution of forms beneath the surface.

Abts plays an optical game of push and pull, maintaining a tension between
surface materiality and pictorial illusion. Shadows and lighting effects
occasionally suggest shallow illusory spaces, while an idiosyncratic colour
palette helps to assert mood while also functioning as an integral structural
component. Relationships between colour, form and ground appear as both
established and in continual flux.

The process of gradual adjustment that Abts adopts in her paintings, of fine-
tuning the balance of parts to whole, extends to her approach to installing an
exhibition. Responding to the architecture of the gallery, Abts activates the
negative spaces between works, while her recent experiments with shaped and
two-part canvases incorporate the gallery wall directly into the composition.

The Serpentine exhibition will also include drawings and new works that have
not been shown before. It has been co-organised with the Art Institute of
Chicago, where the exhibition will travel in October 2018, and it will be
accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue.

SERPENTINE SUMMER SEASON

Summer at the Serpentine Galleries continues with the 2018 Serpentine
Pavilion, opening on 15 June, designed by Frida Escobedo and home to the
annual Park Nights series on selected Fridays and the Radical Kitchen
series on selected Thursday lunchtimes. A major exhibition of Christo &
Jeanne-Claude’s work opens at the Serpentine Gallery on 20 June in
tandem with the London Mastaba, Christo's new temporary public
sculpture on The Serpentine lake, which is funded entirely by the artist.
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NOTES TO EDITORS:

Tomma Abts

Tomma Abts (b. 1967, Kiel, Germany) lives and works in London. She is the
2006 recipient of the Turner Prize. Previous selected solo exhibitions
include Aspen Art Museum, Colorado (2014); Kunsthalle Dusseldorf (2011);
New Museum of Contemporary Art, New York (2008); Hammer Museum, Los
Angeles (2008); Kunsthalle zu Kiel (2006). Her work has also featured in
numerous group exhibitions, including San Francisco Museum of Modern
Art (2016); Baltimore Museum of Art (2016); Stedelijk Museum voor Actuele
Kunst (S.M.AK), Ghent (2015); Albertina, Vienna (2015); Tate Britain, London
(2013); Tate St. Ives (2012); Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota (2011).
Her work is represented in public collections internationally, including The
Art Institute of Chicago; Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania;
Hammer Museum, Los Angeles; The Museum of Modern Art, New York; San
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Francisco Museum of Modern Art; Staatsgalerie Stuttgart; Tate Gallery,
London; and the Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

About Tory Burch

Tory Burch is an American lifestyle brand that embodies the personal style
and sensibility of its Chairman, CEO and Chief Creative Officer, Tory Burch.
Launched in February 2004, the collection includes ready-to-wear, shoes,
handbags, accessories, watches, home and fragrance. There are more than
200 Tory Burch boutiques across North America, Europe, the Middle East,
Latin America and Asia, and the brand is available at over 3,000 department
and specialty stores worldwide and toryburch.com
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